Brookhaven United Methodist Church

1366 N. Druid Hills Road, NE

Atlanta, GA  30319

404-237-7507

WEDDING INFORMATION

We at Brookhaven United Methodist Church are excited about your wedding and are pleased to share this special event with you.  Your wedding is, and should be, one of the happiest moments of your life.  The marriage ceremony is a worship service, and we will conduct it in keeping with the reverence and dignity it deserves.  A wedding in the Church can be large or small, elaborate or simple, but the covenant is the same.  The Church blesses the vows, which two people make to live the rest of their lives in the close relationship which marriage provides.  Careful planning and preparation with the pastor will help make the ceremony a meaningful occasion of worship.

A wedding at Brookhaven United Methodist Church involves the participation of a great many different people.  All the people involved are eager to make your wedding as lovely and smooth as possible.

Please read this brochure and note our policy requirements.  We want to be of help to you in every way that we can.

SCHEDULING THE WEDDING

A tentative wedding date for your wedding will be placed on the church calendar when you first make contact with the church secretary in our church office.  This date is confirmed on the calendar only when the cleaning/damage deposit is made to secure the date.  Also, if our pastor is to perform the ceremony, the date must be confirmed on his/her calendar.  The fee schedule will be given to you with your wedding guidelines, and the balance of all fees is to be paid four weeks (one month) prior to your wedding.  Non-members are expected to pay a fee for the use of the Sanctuary; however, there is no charge for members with exception of the cleaning fee.  Without full payment of your wedding and/or reception fees, your date is no longer confirmed and will be removed from the calendar.

COUNSELING WITH THE PASTOR

The pastor of Brookhaven United Methodist Church usually performs all weddings in the church.  If you wish another pastor to officiate or assist, the pastor of this church must approve this.  Counseling with the pastor is required of all brides and grooms.  An honorarium of $150 for pastoral services (officiating and counseling) is required for weddings in which neither bride nor groom is a member of Brookhaven United Methodist Church.

Consideration is always given to many multi-cultural differences that are reflected in marriage ceremonies, and every effort to accommodate different practices will be made.  However, all wedding ceremonies are to be Christian and reflect the celebration of marriage in the Christian tradition.

REHEARSAL

The rehearsal is a time for each person to become familiar with his or her part in the ceremony.  It is an integral part of the wedding experience and should proceed in a manner respectful of the bride, groom and the place of worship.  The rehearsal will not exceed one hour, and it is important for all participants to be on time.  It is imperative that rehearsals of weddings begin and end on time and reflect a worshipful atmosphere at all gatherings.

The custodial staff also is appointed by the church to be responsible for the cleanup and preparation for the wedding.  Should the kitchen be used in conjunction with any reception, etc., the caterer is responsible for leaving the kitchen clean and in order.  The custodial fee does not include cleaning of the kitchen.

MARRIAGE LICENSE

The marriage license must be given to the pastor at the wedding rehearsal.

DECORATIONS

No nails, tacks, or tape may be used to secure flowers or other decorations to church furniture, walls, or fixture.  We require only non-drip candles in all candelabra and decorations.

Delivers of the wedding flowers must be arranged through your florist.  If you wish to leave a flower arrangement for our Sunday worship, please notify the church office and your gift will be gratefully acknowledged in our Sunday bulletin.

Rice and confetti are prohibited both inside and outside the church building.

Only pedestal-style aisle candles may be used and must include glass chimneys.  No candles may be attached to pews.

The florist engaged by the bride is responsible for all decorating and will be required to remove all decorations from the building immediately after the ceremony.  The church cannot be responsible for any equipment left by anyone after the wedding.

MUSIC

Music is an important part of the Wedding ceremony and should reflect the worship experience.  You may use your own pianist/organist, or our church organist is often available for an additional fee.  Please contact the church office for his/her telephone number.

Attached is a list of recommended wedding music selections.

